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Course Description:  Children attempt to make sense of the world around them by being actively involved with materials and other people. This course helps participants explore how to develop “richer” learning environments, so that there are more concrete opportunities for children to expand their learning during the preschool years. Included are all developmental domains:  physical, socio-emotional, cognitive and language/literacy. 
Course Objectives: This course is designed to assist participants in:

· Designing their classrooms to encourage more developmentally appropriate, active exploration by their children  
· Watching and talking to each child individually to gain information about what s/he can do.
· Offering a variety of “real” objects for children to use and play with 
· Respecting children’s preferences and supporting their internal motivation to do well.
Student Learning Outcomes:   The participants should be able to: 

· Develop an arrangement plan for their classroom that supports children’s active learning – including a variety of concrete objects for them to manipulate. 
· Observe each child to determine their level of ability and interest - as it relates to the developmental continuums. 
· Support all children’s attempts at autonomy – e.g. pouring their own juice, washing their hands, hanging up their coats, etc.

Length of Course:
10 lecture hours
Prerequisite:

None

Grading Method:
Letter Grade (A-F)

Required Text:
Reading Packet: Preschool Development
Academic Honesty:  As a community of scholars, we depend on the research and scholarship of others to inform and support our ideas. All institutions of higher learning, including Clackamas Community College, require students and teachers to give credit to any source, written, verbal or electronic, from which ideas or research are borrowed. To fail to do so constitutes plagiarism and can result in the failure of the class.

TOPIC OUTLINE:
· Supporting Children’s Physical Development
· Supporting Children’s Socio-Emotional Development

· Supporting Children’s Intellectual Development (Cognitive)

· Planning for Cooperative Activities

· Large Blocks of Time!

· Assigning Tasks and Responsibilities

· Scaffolding – to help development

· Respecting Each Child: Incorporating home language, cultural objects and family activities as a natural part of day.

